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NEWSLETTER
FROM THE DESK OF MR TAGG

Dear Parents
I hope this finds you well and coping with the many challenges life seems to throw at us each day.
It is hard to believe that September has come and gone and we are now well into the final term of
2021. In just 3 weeks the school will close for the final half-term break of the year and then it is
downhill to the 8th of December. This year has certainly been a blur.
However, in spite of the manic year 2021 has turned out to be, there are many positives that we have
and will continue to take from the year. On the CHP side, when all our CHP children returned to school
at the beginning of September we officially opened our new STEAM block and the CHP children
started enjoying this state-of-the-art building for IT, Art and Science. This block will take our academic
offering to a whole new level. Please scroll down to have a look at the pictures of this magnificent
new center!
We also commenced with a full co-curricular programme which the children and teachers were super
excited to begin. It’s wonderful to see our children outside playing, running and developing the skills
of the respective sports this term.

GRADE R-W
On the 345 side, the children have all been practicing for their Spring concert coming up soon. A sense
of normality is creeping back and the children are so excited. In the last few weeks, we also enjoyed
Heritage Day, which is a highlight each year, celebrating and recognising the multitude of cultures we
have at 345.
Enjoy our September newsletter.
It will give you just a small glimpse into the fun and learning that has happened across both
campuses.
Have a wonderful day!

Regards
Stewart Tagg
Headmaster

GRADE R-W
New STEAM Centre
One of our proudest achievements in 2021 was the development of our new Science, Technology,
Engineering, Art and Maths (STEAM) centre. Spending just over R5 000 000, this state of the art
facility has been our largest and most expensive project to date, ensuring we continue to inspire
learning through a stimulating, 21st century environment.
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After a long, well-earned break, we are back to reality. It has been a
fun filled, warm and busy month. The Grade Rs hosted a beautiful
assembly all about being positive. They had fun in the sun and the
mud (sorry parents), spent some time with their Grade 7 buddies and
gave back in honour of Mandela. I could not think of a better way to
start the final term of the year!
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What an eventful start to the term! This Spring, we travelled around the world, leaving our beautiful country South Africa after
visiting one of the most amazing national parks where we learnt about the Big 5. Our second stop was the land of pyramids
where we explored the great Pyramid of Giza, and we just could not believe how ancient the structure is. We received a message
from our Italian friend Alessandro that he could not wait to host us and guess what? Our next destination had to be Italy and we
learnt about the leaning tower of Pisa. It’s a good thing we didn’t go inside, the building looks like it’s about to fall. We came
back home to celebrate Mandela day and our Heritage, and we learnt so much about our friend’s cultures and where they come
from. We also gave 67 minutes of our time designing wrapping papers and packing some goodie bags for charity and we can
happily say that September was so much FUN.

GRADE 1B
The month of September was full of birthday celebrations
in Grade
1B. We also celebrated 100 days of school and Heritage Day.
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We had lots of fun. We have been busy with our academic work and are halfway through our assessments already. In English we
have been doing very well with our weekly spelling tests, and daily reading. We have some super spellers in our class. We have
been writing different types of sentences using full stops, question marks and exclamation marks. In Mathematics we had fun
adding and doubling two-digit numbers. We are getting more fluent counting in 2s. In Science we learned about the importance
of washing hands. We did an experiment where we saw the importance of using soap when washing hands to effectively remove
germs.
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The Grade 1 children had an amazing start to the new term. They had an exciting week celebrating one of their school milestones
100 days of school. During the week they took part in activities involving the number 100. They used the number 100 to create a
picture. They worked in groups to fill in a circle map on what things they have heard a 100 times. On Friday they dressed in their
best 100 year old outfits and had a great time posing for photos to commemorate their special day. They created beautiful 100 day
crowns and glasses and especially enjoyed decorating and eating their 100 day old biscuits. The Grade 1 children also celebrated
Heritage Day and Nelson Mandela Day this month. They learnt the importance of giving back to the community around them and
how to celebrate one another's heritage. They beautifully decorated their wrapping paper for their care packages. It was a fun and
exciting day which ended with a beautiful show created by our FAL teachers.

GRADE 2J
Popsicle
art
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Star of the
week!

It was so wonderful to have all the children back this term, all
the children were so excited to see each other. In Grade 2J we
have had lots of fun, the highlight of the term so far was the
Science show. The children were shown lots of fun and exciting
experiments, the smoke bubbles, the snow and the laser
balloon experiments were the talk of the class. We also had a
wonderful day celebrating our heritage and we all learnt a lot
about all the different cultures in our class. The children loved
making their own flags, showing them off with pride. We even
celebrated heritage day in English and Mathematics, where we
wrote a story about our heritage and completed a graph on all
the different languages the children in the class speak. In Art
we have focused on different mediums where we created
popsicle art with glue and water colours. We also decorated
some Ndebele houses with oil pastels and tore up brown paper
for the roof.

Our Heritage Day
celebrations

Our Ndebele
houses
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It is great to have everyone back in class and excited to learn. The Grade 2 learners are filled with joy and excitement as we
head into the last chapter of Grade 2. In the past few weeks, we have had some well-deserved Maxi Smile Certificates handed
to the learners and these awards were for all their hard work Online and in the classroom. For English, we have been using
our Green Creative Thinking Hat and our White Information Hat to write various types of creative pieces such as “Our Holiday
News”, a letter to the teacher about “My Favourite Experience” and “My Heritage Story”. For Mathematics, we are learning
about various concepts however, Doubling and Halving seem to be Grade 2K favourite topic as they really enjoy practising it
on their whiteboards and in their books. We have recently celebrated Mandla Day and Heritage Day and it was absolutely
beautiful to see all the children wearing their traditional clothing and being proud of their cultures. We used this day to give
back 67 minutes of our time to decorate wrapping paper and pack care packages. After that, we designed and decorated a
flag that represents us and our own cultures. The children had an exciting day and their flags came out beautifully. It is
important to remember that with all this hard work, the children deserve to also have time to enjoy themselves and have fun.
We did so by spending some time using water paint to paint ice-creams, decorating our block tree art and completing some
puzzles. I look forward to the rest of the year with the children.
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GRADE R-W Spring is here and we have hit the ground running for
the third term.
In English we started by learning about poetry. We
focused on onomatopoeia and spoke about idioms, slang
and jargon. The Grade 3s enjoy reading!

In Mathematics we have started to learn about division,
and we are practising how to divide 2-digit numbers.

In Science we have been learning about Sound. We know
that sound is made when objects vibrate and that it can
be loud or quiet and high or low.

We also celebrated Heritage Day and Madiba Day. The
children looked so beautiful in their traditional clothes. Care
packages were packed and dropped off at Yenzani House.

GRADE 3Y
Back Together Again
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It was so lovely to welcome the full class back this term and the children have
thoroughly enjoyed being together again.
We started the term off focusing on colloquial language, where we
differentiated between slang, jargon and idioms. The children related so well to
this theme and enjoyed looking out for new words or phrases they could add to
our colloquial language wall.
In Maths we have introduced the basics of sharing, which has led to double-digit
division.
Heritage Day was a constant buzz of excitement as the children decorated the
wrapping paper for the Yenzani care packages and designed their own flags
incorporating elements of their culture.
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ART
We

GRADE R-W
Our New ART room

The Grade Sevens painted with shades of grey on a printed picture of
themselves. Pastel added a pop of colour to the background and a
traced line drawing of themselves added the final details to their faces.

The Grade Sixes were introduced to block printing. They
designed a quarter of a patterned circle, which would be
printed four times to create a complete circle on a colourful
pastel background.

The Grade Fives created large symmetrical bugs. They
worked on different backgrounds using various mediums.

The Grade Fours cut circular looms for their weaving
project. Their weaving was used as the centers of their
beautiful flowers.
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In September we moved into our amazing, new, state-of-the-art IT lab.
The Grade Rs started IT this term and were excited to be introduced to
Code-a-pillar and learning about coding.
The junior primary children have been learning about Algorithms and
creating their own algorithm using everyday activities.
The Grade 4 and 5 students have been introduced to Microsoft Word
and Excel.
We will be hosting our very first Rube Goldberg competition and the
Grade 6 and 7 children have been working hard on planning their
machines.
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One book, one pen, one child, and one teacher can change
the world. Yousafzai Malala

Once you learn to read, you will be
forever free.” — Frederick Douglas

MUSIC
GRADE R-W
Welcome to a new term with exciting new developments. The CHP choirs are up and running with a
new choir teacher Mrs. Friedmann and what fun is going to be had. We cannot wait to hear them
perform. Class music is in full swing, with group projects, presentations, and lots of singing and
dancing to be done. HAVE A WONDERFUL TERM!

