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CARLSWALD HOUSE
PREPARATORY

FROM THE DESK OF MR TAGG

Dear Parents
| hope this finds you well.

I’'m sure you are all looking forward to the end of the year, which is now just over a month away , however there is still
much to do and finish before the end.

As | write to you the Grade 00 children prepare for their little graduation, the Grade Rs prepare for Grade 1 and Grade
5-7 children are writing their end of year exams. For them, tensions are high, however they are all fully prepared and
ready and I’'m certain that they will do well.

3 weeks ago | attended a ‘Heads of Schools’ meeting where the discussion was centered around what top independent
high schools look for in a Grade 7 child. There has been much discussion around this topic amongst Heads of both Prep
and High schools as to how Prep schools should be preparing their children.



*

The Heads that spoke on a panel were from St Stithian’s Boys and Girls College, St Peters College, St Mary’s School
for Girls Waverley, Kingsmead College and Marist Brothers Linmeyer.
What came out of this discussion was very interesting and informative and warmed my heart.

What do High Schools look for in a Grade 7 child?

e A happy, confident and well balanced child.

e A Socially and Emotionally stable and confident child.

e A child that can hold a conversation and has an awareness of the world around them.

e A child that is adaptable, reliable, trustworthy, can cope with change and is independent
e A child with good Problem Solving skills and who practices persistence.

e Achild with a high Emotional Intelligence

e Children with good Numeracy and Literacy skills.

All the schools on the panel spoke more about Project based learning in Grade 8 and 9, than academic subjects. The
schools look at a Growth Curriculum where projects or modules not only incorporate the learning areas but also
focus on collaboration and the development of Thinking, Problem Solving and Creative skills.

The Heads of the schools discussed moving away from entrance testing and are focusing more on personal interviews
with the Grade 7 child. The Head of school is less interested in ability but more in the child as a whole. They no longer
deem academic or sporting awards as most important but rather the comments in the Grade 6 and 7 report, as this
gives a good indication of the child’s work ethic, effort and personality.

This discussion reinforced that at 345 and on into CHP, we are preparing our children for what the high schools are
looking for.

While academics are important, it’s not about learning content or their ability to regurgitate facts but rather to teach
our children to think, analyze, understand and apply their knowledge. Among these skills, the development of each
child is what is most important. All the marks and academic ability in the world are worth nothing if our children are
not honest, respectful and well balanced people.

| am deeply confident that as our children grow through the Nursery school and into the Prep school they will be
sought after by the prominent high schools in our vicinity as they are strong, confident, well-balanced, well rounded

children with a superb work ethic.

Have a great November and hang in there, the end is close!

Regards

Stewart Tagg
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The children enjoyed their first ever Science
Expo ‘Take chances, make mistakes and get
messy!” A lot of work went into their
experiments, both at home and at school.

In English the Grade 4s wrote a conversation between
two characters. They also watched a short video clip
and investigated a still from the clip to look for verbs.

The Grade 4s used pizza to learn

. . e . ,
The children enjoyed their Slip and Slide Day! about fractions in Maths.




GRADE 4 E

Maths: Designing pizzas to

help us learn about fractions.
Slip ‘n Slide!!!

A day of fun sliding
into mid-term.

Science Expo

Our very first Science
Expo!! The Grade 4s
had a wonderful
morning showing off
their experiments.

Zulu: Learning the names
of animals through song

English: Working
together to come up
with verbs to describe
a still shot from a film
scene.
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GRADE 5B

Camp 2019 was enjoyed by all.
With fun activities and fantastic
facilitators, the Grade 5s did not

want to leave!

English was enjoyed outside with an
) T e . energic game using the articles: ‘a’ and
In Life Orientation, Grade 5B G ' ‘an’. By the time the lesson was over, we

learnt even more about each
other as their Family Tree projects
were presented.

cooled off thanks to the sprinklers!

Slip and Slide Day...what a blast!
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The Grade 5s have been enjoying a very eventful and busy time...Let’s take a
look at their past month @)...

Camp: We spent two nights at Sediba Kwele, an adventure camp which we will remember forever!!

At camp we spent time river rafting, doing obstacle courses, ziplining, participating in water challenges and river crossings. Our
Thinking Skills were put to the test during games such as tubes, spiders web and prison break. At night we had a night march and
hosted our very own fashion show with designer clothing which we made out of recyclable material. What we enjoyed most was

being able to have fun together and build deeper friendships after getting to know our classmates outside of the classroom. These
memories we will cherish forever.

Natural Science: We were a part of CHP’s very first Science Expo. It was hard work formulating questions, creating
our hypothesis, experimenting and analyzing our findings but at the end we learnt so much more! We also felt
very proud to be able to showcase our work to parents and the rest of the school.

Life Orientation: It’s time to find out who |
am and where | come from. We created our Last but not least, we had...SLIP AND SLIDE FUN to begin our much

Family Tree. deserved MID TERM BREAK!

ol Sha -
Natural Science: b ‘
Merge Cubes were
used to create
keynote
presentations on The
Solar Svstem




GRADEG T

Grade 6 Camp
The Grade 6 learners visited Camp

Konka for a 3 night stay where they
engaged in multiple problem solving
and leadership activities. The zipline
was a favourite, which tested their
fear of heights. Grade 6 learners
thoroughly enjoyed themselves and
fully participated in the activities.
For many, this was the highlight of
their year.

Slip and Slide day

The learners enjoyed a fun filled slip
and slide day. The weather was
perfect and the learners had a blast
on the water slides.

English
The Grade 6T learners conducted a

dictionary challenge during the
English reading lesson.

Life Orientation

In Life Orientation the Grade 6
learners researched specific national
days.

They used the Debono Thinking Hats
to share their findings

Afrikaans
The Grade 6 learners conducted a
dialogue activity in Afrikaans.

IT integration
The Grade 6T learners began using a

new coding programme. They made
use of HTML, CSL and JavaScript.

NS Practical presentation

The learners presented there NS
practical to the rest of the school
and parents.




The Grade R and 7 learners completed a numbers
activity where they identified the parts of a bird.
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The Grade 7s had a blast preparing their Grade R buddies for Natural Science
lessons one day. They helped the Grade Rs to research, create keynotes and learn
more about their favourite wild animals. The Grade Rs ended off the lesson with a

vast knowledge of their animal’s habitat, hunting or gathering styles, names of baby
animals, sounds and many more interesting facts!

Working hard on projects and experiments for
our Science Expo.
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At Carls - wald House Pre - pa-ra-tory

Morethetho is a Sesotho/Setswana/Sepedi word meaning beat and rhythm.

The Music Department hosted its first Soiree on the 18™ of October 2019. It was a wonderful afternoon event with our learners
showcasing what they have learned throughout the year playing instruments.

The event featured learners who played piano, saxophone, guitar, trumpet, and the flute. Our wind ensemble, drumming
ensemble and choir performed too. It was an exciting afternoon of music with learners as little as five years old presenting short
songs on an instrument.

There has been vast improvement in the Music Department, with the learners playing instruments from Grade 1-7. This led to
introducing collaborations across the grades. The Grade 2 classes are collaborating with Grade 4 and 6 on different songs learned
in the music class. It is exciting to see our learners playing harmonies together. It is worth noting that the Grade 1 classes can
perform short melodies on their recorders.

The next milestone in the Music Department will be to introduce string instruments with the aim of establishing the CHP

orchestra in 2020. This will include all the instruments that the children are learning, that is trumpets, saxophones, flutes,
keyboard, guitars and djembe drums.
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The Grade Sixes experimented with
watercolours and created beautiful
backgrounds for their silhouette trees.

The Grade Sevens spent an hour with the Gr Rs and
together they made gorgeous dinosaur masks.

The Grade Fives tested their cutting skills
while making wonderful silhouette art.

The Grade Fours created eye-catching seascape
collages

The Grade Threes drew wonderful low
perspective drawings of people.
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HBOOIKS ARE
A TTNTQUELY
PORTA I3 MAGICS!

READ A LETTER, READ A WORD,
READ A SENTENCE......JUST READ !!!!!!
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Grade 4 Continued
We looked at
modern
communication like
the postal system,
the radio, the
typewriters, the
telegraph, the
telephone, the
camera, the
television and the
cell phone. We used
a flow map to
demonstrate the
evolution of
communication.

Grade 5

The learners made
use of the Merge
Cube.

They created a
Keynote
presentation on the
different planets.
They included text,
video and images of
the galaxy and the
properties of the
different planets.

Grade 6

Learners will begin
using the new
coding programming
called ‘Code4kids’.
This is a Java Scripts
programme which
uses a real-life
interface

IT integration, Coding and
Robotics

Grade 1

Learners used the app
‘numbers’

They conducted a Water
Cycle activity. They were
made to label the different
parts of the Water Cycle.

Grade 2

The Grade 2 learners made
use of the app ‘Keynote'.
They create a tree map to
represent the different types
of transport.

Grade 3

The Grade 3 learners made
use of the app ‘Keynote'.
Learners researched
information using Kids
search, Britannica kids and
Kiddle.

They created a Flow Map
based on the evolution of
certain items such as cars,
houses etc.

They added descriptive
images to the Flow Map.

Grade 4

In IT we conducted an
integration lesson with
Social Science. Learners
made use of iMovie,
Keynote and Green Screen




