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FROM THE DESK OF MR TAGG 

 

 

Dear Parents 
 
I hope this finds you well and enjoying the Summer weather. How nice to have some rain last week. 
 
As this is also our CHP concert season I thought I would share with you an article I read on the importance of Drama 
in children’s lives. Our children in both 345 and CHP enjoy participating in a concert every year but over and above 
this, they enjoy acting and roll play daily, whether it is in the classroom or in Drama after school as a co-curricular 
activity. 
 
Watching our CHP children rehearse over the last few weeks has been very special for me, their faces beam while they 
are practicing, they enjoy the music and the opportunity to be out of the classroom, doing something different.  
 
Our CHP concert is going to be epic, I look forward to seeing you all there. 
 
Have a wonderful week! 
 
Regards 

 
Stewart Tagg 
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The importance of Drama and Performing Arts in Education 
Bishop Tyrrell College Australia 
 
 
The importance of drama and performing arts in education is significant. 
 

Whether children can perform in theatre productions or help behind the scenes, studying Drama and Performing 
Arts not only engages with the creative side of the brain, it also provides an ideal balance in students’ patterns 
of study. 

It’s easy for children to become swamped in a sea of theory, which is why subjects that offer practical learning 
are also essential. But achieving a balanced education is just one of the benefits of the Arts: 

1. Students gain important life skills as they learn the value of critical feedback, both positive and constructive. 

2.  

3. Children can celebrate the richness and depth of human expression in all its forms. Through creative expression 

students learn to comprehend our world better and are therefore better equipped to navigate the challenges 

they might be faced with upon graduating from secondary schooling. 

4.  

5. Drama allows an avenue to develop cognitive abilities that complement study in other disciplines. For example, 

drama students learn to approach situations in an array of different manners which can help to develop creative 

thinking and new study techniques. Further, it builds confidence which benefits public speaking opportunities. 

The talent that students discover through the Arts can form habits which transcend all areas of study. 

6.  

7. Communication between peers is accelerated as students are exposed to group activities. This experience also 

provides opportunity for students to display cultural leadership qualities. 

8.  

9. Some students find their ‘voice’ while studying the Arts. They may discover they are natural problem solvers or 

leaders. Creative expression is a great way to build self-confidence and can be particularly beneficial for 

introverted and reserved children. 

10.  

11. The Arts can act as an agent through which a variety of emotions can be learned, rehearsed and practiced. This 

experience can define a child’s growing sense of independence and interdependence. 
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The Grade 4’s had a wonderful 
time at Camp River Lake! They 
were faced with many exciting 
challenges and activities such as 
climbing a wall and abseiling 
down. 

In Maths, the children worked in groups on 
a data handling project. They have also 

been working on sequencing. 

 

 

In one activity they had to work in two 
separate groups to build a shelter. They 
collected natural resources from the 
surrounding area. Unfortunately, the 
shelters were not fully waterproof!  

 

 

 

 

We all celebrated Heritage Day on Friday the 21st 
September. The children looked wonderful 
dressed up in their traditional clothing. 

 

In Natural Science they have been 
working on strengthening structures. 
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GRADE 4-J 

  

In Social Science we learnt about the postal 
system. We had to figure out which order the 
pictures went in.  

We really enjoyed 
the Spring Walk. We 
dressed beautifully in 
bright colours! 

On Heritage Day we came 
dressed in our cultural 
clothes. We learnt a lot 
about each other!   

We had such fun doing a 
punctuation investigation! 

We had a great time on 
camp! We did lots of 

challenging activities.    

We did an experiment on how to 
strengthen materials in Natural Science. 
It was very exciting!   
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 GRADE 5- B 

In Afrikaans, learners used 
the Smart Board to learn 
about different animals.  

A vocabulary / spelling 
game was also played. A 
lot of fun was had by all. 

An informal debate took place in 
English. Some impressive opinions 
and facts were put together to 
make for an interesting morning. 

In Social Science, we loved learning 
about how the first farmers in 
South Africa used traditional 
medicine and healers in their 
everyday lives. 

Grade 5B created a rules chart 
for converting measurements 
in Mathematics.  
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GRADE 5B 

Image caption with a few 
lines describing what is 
happening in each 
photograph. 
 

 

GRADE 5- T 

  

 

 

  

 

 

  

English 
 
1. Grade 5T enjoying their 

novel, Percy Jackson and 
the lightning thief by Rick 
Riordan. 

2. Learners using the iPads to 
do independent research 

on idioms. 

Natural Science 
 
1. The grade 5 learners created a 

keynote presentation explaining 
some key areas of their Science topic 
on energy and fuels. 

2. Some key areas included input and 
output energy concepts and 
different fuel types.  

3. The learners also discussed how to 
effectively react in an emergency 
such as a fire. The Keynote was 

presented in pairs to the class. 

  

Mathematics 
 
The grade 5 learners created a rules 
chart for converting measurement 
with different units. Learners 
represented the rules together with 
practical examples on converting 
measurements. This will assist 
learners in understanding the 
thinking involved when converting 
measurements.  
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GRADE 6 J 

We had a wonderful, colourful Heritage Day in 

Grade 6. In Maths, they researched the Ndebele 

tribe patterns on the iPads and created their own 

mathematical tessellations. 
In Social Science, we 

learnt how gun powder 

revolutionized European 

exploration.  

The Grade 6 learners 

created models in 

Natural Science and 

used them to present 

information on natural 

disasters.  

Afrikaans Oral 

Presentations 

In English we made colourful charts 

applying our new-found knowledge of the 

different tense types.  
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 In Natural Science the 
Grade 7’s performed an 

Acid and Base experiment 
using a litmus indicator to 
determine the PH value. 

In English the Grade 7’s 
researched the different 

rhyming patterns in a variety 
of poems 

 

In Social Science the learners 
participated in in an informal 
debate on topics regarding 
population growth. 

The children thoroughly 
enjoyed their last PRIMARY 
SCHOOL CAMP 

Learning ALGEBRA in 
Mathematics and 
creating Heritage Day 
tessellations. 
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 MUSIC 

MORETHETHO 
 
Morethetho is a Sesotho/Setswana/Sepedi word meaning beat and rhythm.  
 
At the end of last term, the Senior Wind Ensemble attended the RACA eisteddfod at Randfontein High School. They rendered 
four pieces and their performance was splendid. As such, they received a Diamond Award (95% +).We also had two learners 
who presented their piano pieces at the eisteddfod and they received Gold (80%-84%) and Platinum (90%-94%) awards. 
With such achievement, the music department introduced the Junior Wind Ensemble that started operating this term with 
at least 15 learners. They went through an audition and the cream of the crop was chosen. The Junior Wind Ensemble 
comprises of Grades 2 & 3 children who are musically inclined and read music notation well. Soon, they will be able to join 
the Senior Wind Ensemble. 
Again, this term the music department introduced teaching the recorders in Grade R at 345 Vorna Valley. The children are 
taught by rote to play simple melodies. They will perform using recorders and percussion instruments at their graduation 
ceremony in November. 
Next year, the music department hopes to grow by introducing a Music Programme that will operate on Saturday mornings. 
The Programme is not compulsory but affords the learners an opportunity in learning instruments other than the recorder. 
Instruments to be introduced  will be flute, saxophone, trumpet, guitar, djembe drumming and piano. Peripatetic teachers 
will be employed to teach the learners these various instruments. 
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The Grade Threes were inspired by the work of Romero Britto 
and they used their name and colourful patterns to make their 
own unique brick for their grade’s Wall of Fame. The Grade 
Fours have been busy making Funky Monkeys decorated with 
colourful 3D flowers. Grade Fives integrated Art and Social 
Sciences and learnt about famous landmarks around the world. 
They choose their favourite one  and made magical snow globes. 
The Grade Sixes used Van Gogh’s Starry Night as inspiration and 
drew mystical backgrounds for their foam printing projects. The 
Grade Sevens worked in pairs and made eye-catching Picasso 
heads for their scarecrows which will soon be on display for all 
to admire at drop off time.  
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