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Dear Parents 
 
 
We have finally arrived at the end of the Winter term. 
This term is always a long one, and I’m sure you will all agree, it’s been particularly cold. However, 
this has not cooled the efforts of all our amazing children and staff. 
 
 
It has been an amazing term and, as a school, we have achieved so much. Mandela Day was, again, 
very special. As a school we were able to make a difference in so many children’s lives thanks to the 
generous donations from both 345 and CHP parents and children. To see the happy smile on a sick 
child’s face when he received his own teddy brought tears to our eyes, and the faces of the nursery 
school children when they enjoyed their delicious sandwiches and their goodie bags packed with all 
kinds of exciting things was wonderful to see. 
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Our children have continued to learn and grow across both of our schools and they have done so well 
once again. 
 
In CHP we have also enjoyed a busy term of Sport and our children competed superbly, playing Soccer, 
Netball and Hockey against schools in our area. CHP is on the rise and it’s exciting! 
The Choir and Wind Ensemble performed at the Magic of Music Charity event at Wits University and they 
did us proud. What a magnificent performance. 
 
I want to thank all our amazing teachers and admin staff for all the hard work and dedication they have 
demonstrated this term. This is what makes our schools great. 
 
To all our parents, thank you for your support this term too. 
 
I wish you all a restful August. If you are travelling, please be safe. I look forward to welcoming you all 
back in September, yes, it will be Spring! 
 
 
All the best. 
 
 
 
 

Regards 

 
Stewart Tagg  
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The months seem to be going by way too quickly. As the saying goes, “time flies when you’re having fun!”  
 
We have had some rather interesting conversations about Nelson Mandela. From the children wanting to give up all their 
toys for the less fortunate, to them wondering how old Mandela would have been, and who took him when he died. 
 
It never ceases to amaze me how these wonderful children see things in life so differently and how their imaginations run 
wild. Here are a few pictures of what we put together in memory of him. 
 

Rotation tables are a great way to expose the children to all the different activities and allow them to explore in 
an easy going, free environment. Every child has equal opportunity to complete the activities to the best of their 
ability with assistance where necessary.  
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On the 4th July the Grade Ones celebrated the 
100th day of school. This day was a huge success, 
and the effort made by the children and parents is 
commendable. The activities presented during this 
week focused on 100. Place value was introduced 
(this is the building up and breaking down of two 
digit numbers into tens and ones.) The class also 
read a comprehension that was 100 words, made 
crowns, where they had to put 10 groups of 10 
stickers onto it. They enjoyed making their 100 
days of school glasses, their biscuits which they got 
to decorate and take home to eat while they 
shared their events of the day with their parents. 
Art was integrated with a language lesson, where 
the children had to write two sentences of “when 
I am 100 years old I will….? These were all 
interesting reads. This was a day to remember.  
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July has been a busy month in Grade 1J. 
On the 4th of July we celebrated the 100th 
day of school. This was a fun filled day 
where we all dressed up like we were 
100. The Grade 1’s are learning to count 
to 100 but we have also been learning 
about breaking up numbers. We learnt 
that there are 10 groups of 10 to make 
100. On the 100th day of school we made 
special crowns to show 10 groups of 10 
to make 100. We also wrote about what 
we will do when we are 100 years old. 
We created beautiful portraits to go with 
our writing.  
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We are almost at the end of a long and 
chilly term! All the children have 
worked hard and deserve a lovely 
holiday. 
 
In July we started to learn all about soil 
in Life Skills. The children had lots of fun 
seeing and feeling the different types of 
soils. Some were even a bit nervous to 
put their hands in loam soil in case they 
touched something strange! 
 

In Mathematics, we have been working hard on revising all the 
different methods we have learnt as well as going over fractions 
and our 2D and 3D shapes. 
 
Many new parts of speech have been introduced to the children in English such as 
Homophones and learning how to write their own stories. We continue to practice our 
comprehension skills every Thursday and the children are doing so well and continue to 
improve! 
 
Mandela Day was on the 18th of July. The children were told about Mandela and the effect 
he had on our country. They had lots of fun designing their own Mandela t-shirts and 
doing a comprehension on the life of our former President. 
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As the second terms ends, I am proud to tell you that our class has 
had a busy and productive term. After the mid-term break, the kids 
were back into their routine and geared for learning. Before I share all 
the highlights for the month, I would like to express my gratitude for 
your support by assisting your child in their homework, research 
projects and assessment preparations.   
 
Our school has implemented the Six Thinking Hats into our curriculum. 

The thought process of the learners as they worked through exploring the different hats has been 
amazing! As we continue to embrace this thinking paradigm into our everyday learning , we hope 
that this will help our learners to think critically, effectively and creatively. 

Mandela Day: Thank you for all your contributions made to the school in celebration of this 
special day. The day was celebrated with pride as we shared and listened to stories of Nelson 
Mandela and completed creative art work reflecting on his legacy. In English , we continued with 
our routine activities. Learners were challenged in creating their own stories after a lesson on 
story writing, editing and completing a final copy.  As part of enrichment, they are now writing 
interesting book reports on their fiction and non-fiction readers. I have seen great improvement 
in all their writing skills. Let’s continue to encourage them to read and write more.  The Maths 
lessons were focused on re-inforcing all learned concepts and mastering counting patterns and 
different calculation methods in number operations.  

Life Skills : The preparation of their research project was presented in the first week of  July. They 
enjoyed listening to each other and showcasing their creative projects with much enthusiasm.  
We also explored Soil and had a practical lesson which allowed the learners to discover more 
about soil types and the layers of soil.  
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GRADE 3-P 

It’s July and the cold weather hasn’t dampened the Grade 3 spirits at all. This month has 
been a busy and exciting one  
 

 

 

   

In Maths this month we revised place value and extended 
our number range. We played with Dienne’s blocks and 
place value cards. We revised how to do long addition and 
subtraction and had great fun using the QR reader to check 
our answers. 

English is always a busy subject with Phonics, Reading and 
Thrass activities. We also learnt about using conjunctions 
to join two sentences and revised contractions. Everyone 

had some fun finding our spelling words in the dictionary.  

Life Skills was all about safe places to play and about how 
people lived long ago. We enjoyed interviewing someone 
from our family to hear what life was like when they 
were children. Life without Google!!!! 

We are all loving working with De Bono’s 6 thinking hats. 
We used our yellow hats to think about the advantages of 
the lifestyle of the San people. 

Our Afrikaans teacher loved the posters we made of our 
Lounge. 

Madiba Day was celebrated in style and the children at 
the school we visited really appreciated the gifts we 
sent. Thank you for the wax crayons you sent through. 
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Maths 
Place Value is a critical skill in Maths, which we have 
continued to focus on during July, working in 
hundreds. We applied this to vertical addition and 
subtraction and the class was super excited to see 
how many of their calculations were correct using 
QR readers. We learnt about centimetres and 
metres and enjoyed measuring various classroom 
items and our friends. 

De Bono Thinking Hats 
Our class was super excited to learn about the 
6 De Bono thinking hats, and even more excited 
to wear them. During the month, we have 
applied this critical thinking to a range of 
Reading and Life Skills activities. In English we 
also focused further on contractions and 
applying the correct conjunction to expand 
sentences. 
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 The Artroom has been a buzz of activity! The Grade 
Threes created Zany Zebras using black marker and their 
knowledge of patterns. The Grade Fours are in the 
process of making Romero Britto 3-D cats. Delicious 
Donuts made of paper mache, plaster of paris and 
sprinkles kept the Grade Fives busy for three weeks. If 
they were real there would only be crumbs left in the 
artroom. The Grade Sixes had great fun using pastels and 
erasers to create colourful One-eyed aliens. The Grade 
Sevens took on the challenge of doing wildlife pencil 
drawings. They were got into the “Drawing zone” and 
the results have been outstanding. They were so focused 
one could literally hear their pencils etching on the 
paper. 
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Morethetho is a Sesotho/Setswana/Sepedi word meaning beat and rhythm.  This year the music 
department started introducing recorders from grades 1-7.   The children learn the rudiments of 
music through playing orally as well as reading music notation. They are afforded an opportunity 
to perform at assemblies and other school functions. 
Through learning music in the classroom, the wind ensemble was established this year. This was 
done through auditions for learners who are interested in further developing their music skills. 
Last term the highlight of the music department was bringing the South African Police Service 
(SAPS) band to perform for the school. This was done so that our Wind ensemble can be 
encouraged to choose some of the instruments to learn in building a proper wind ensemble.  
The ensemble therefore, had an opportunity to play with the SAPS band.  
In June, the new choir teacher, Mr. Hamilton Motloung, known by the children as teacher ‘Chillies’ 
was commissioned to train the children in choral singing. He came with a unique approach to 
choral music, which encouraged the children to attend rehearsals regularly and enjoy music. As 
such, the performance at the Linder Auditorium saw the choir receiving a standing ovation 
through the intrinsic rhythms that were interwoven within the music.  
he music department is growing in leaps and bounds, with new innovations. Piano lessons are 
already offered to interested children from Grade R-7. Next term, the learners will be given an 
opportunity to learn the rudiments to Djembe drumming. Also, guitar lessons will be offered too.  
In August, our wind ensemble will be participating at the RACA hosted by Randfontein High School. 
It is an Eisteddfod that runs the whole of August and has attracted different schools across 
Gauteng province, with at least 3000 participants. RACA caters for instrumental ensembles, dance, 
drama, art, poetry, and many more. We are excited for our wind ensemble to be part of the 
eisteddfod and to expose them to different platforms. 
 

 MUSIC 


