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Dear CHP family 

  
I hope this finds you well. 
 
Winter is here and in full swing and all our children at 345 and CHP are working hard and playing harder. 
 
Below is part 2 of the article I shared with you in the last newsletter. If you have forgotten what the first part was 
about, look back and have a read. This instalment will continue to make us all think about how we parent our 
precious children.  
 
Part 3 will follow at the end of June. 
 
Happy reading and have a great week.  
 

 
 
Regards 

 
Stewart Tagg  
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Part 2 

REASONS TODAY’S KIDS ARE BORED AT SCHOOL, FEEL ENTITLED, HAVE LITTLE PATIENCE & FEW REAL 

FRIENDS 

August 18, 2017 By Jacqueline - http://deeprootsathome.com 
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3. KIDS RULE THE WORLD 
“My son doesn’t like vegetables.” “She doesn’t like going to bed early.” “He doesn’t like to eat breakfast.” “She doesn’t 
like toys, but she is very good at her iPad” “He doesn’t want to get dressed on his own.” “She is too lazy to eat on her 
own.” This is what I hear from parents all the time. Since when do children dictate to us how to parent them? If we leave 
it all up to them, all they are going to do is eat macaroni and cheese and bagels with cream cheese, watch TV, play on their 
tablets, and never go to bed. What good are we doing them by giving them what they WANT when we know that it is not 
GOOD for them? Without proper nutrition and a good night’s sleep, our kids come to school irritable, anxious, and 
inattentive.  In addition, we send them the wrong message.  They learn they can do what they want and not do what they 
don’t want. The concept of “need to do” is absent. Unfortunately, in order to achieve our goals in our lives, we have to do 
what’s necessary, which may not always be what we want to do.  For example, if a child wants to be an A student, he 
needs to study hard. If he wants to be a successful soccer player, he needs to practice every day. Our children know very 
well what they want, but have a very hard time doing what is necessary to achieve that goal. This results in unattainable 
goals and leaves the kids disappointed. 
 
4. ENDLESS FUN 
We have created an artificial fun world for our children. There are no dull moments. The moment it becomes quiet, we 
run to entertain them again, because otherwise, we feel that we are not doing our parenting duty. We live in two separate 
worlds. They have their “fun“ world, and we have our “work” world.  Why aren’t children helping us in the kitchen or with 
laundry? Why don’t they tidy up their toys?  This is basic monotonous work that trains the brain to be workable and 
function under “boredom,” which is the same “muscle” that is required to be eventually teachable at school.  When they 
come to school and it is time for handwriting their answer is “I can’t. It is too hard. Too boring.” Why? Because the 
workable “muscle” is not getting trained through endless fun. It gets trained through work. 
 
5. LIMITED SOCIAL INTERACTION 
We are all busy, so we give our kids digital gadgets and make them “busy” too. Kids used to play outside, where, in 
unstructured natural environments, they learned and practiced their social skills. Unfortunately, technology replaced the 
outdoor time. Also, technology made the parents less available to socially interact with their kids. Obviously, our kids fall 
behind… the babysitting gadget is not equipped to help kids develop social skills. Most successful people have great social 
skills. This is the priority! 
The brain is just like a muscle that is trainable and re-trainable. If you want your child to be able to bike, you teach him 
biking skills. If you want your child to be able to wait, you need to teach him patience.  If you want your child to be able 
to socialize, you need to teach him social skills. The same applies to all the other skills. There is no difference! 
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After a lovely three-week break, Term 2 began with quite the bang. 
The Grade Rs have been extremely busy from day one. Their 
enthusiasm and willingness to participate in all the different activities 
is exhilarating. 
 

Creative Activities 
The Grade Rs are lucky enough to do an 
art activity every day. Creative activities 
allow children to explore many areas of 
their development informally. This 
improves many important skills 
required, such as; fine motor skills, self-
confidence, self-expression, visual-
spatial skills, perseverance and many 
more. They develop in all these skills, 
while having fun and getting messy. 
 

Reward System 
As most of you already know, we use mini and 
maxi smiles as our reward system. The 
children love to feel they have accomplished 
something so great (their maxi smile), by 
being responsible, kind, helpful and well 
behaved. 
 

Sandpit Free Play 
Probably every parent and transport driver’s nightmare...The sandpit! The 
gift that just keeps on giving…but the children love it! They could spend all 
day playing in there. Building castles, making cake, food, plants, race 
tracks etc. As much as the sand travels everywhere with the little ones, it 
is a wonderful activity for teaching creative skills. 

 



GRADE R-W 

 

 

 

GRADE 1 - H 

 

 

GRADE 1-H 

 

 

 

 

  

|             

This term the Grade 1s has been learning many new concepts in Maths. 
They learnt about capacity. The class had to estimate how much water each container 
would hold. We used nonstandard units, by means of a smaller cup, to check our estimate. 
The Grade 1s are learning about Insects. We integrate the lessons to incorporate all 
learning areas. 
The class made luminous ladybird doubles, which they were very excited about.  
Length was also introduced and the children had fun measuring with non-standard units 
such as unifix cubes and paper clips.  
Data handling was another Mathematical concept that was introduced. The children had 
to plot the information on the graph and answer the questions that followed. This is 
always an interesting activity to see how the children are progressing.  
The children are working hard and it’s always a pleasure to see their enthusiasm.  
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Our class is a hive of activity.  
This term we have been learning about insects. We have been using posters to 
gather information about our favourite insects. Then we put our information 
onto a Tree Map, then we made our own fact book. It has been a challenging 
but fun experience!  This term is a very exciting part of our growth as we have 
started using a dictionary to help us write new words. Our teachers introduced 
the concept of Doubling to us and we made really cute double bugs in our books. 
We have been learning about different forms of measurement. We used blocks 
to measure the length of insects and we explored capacity, by measuring how 
much water different containers could hold.  
Our reading rotations continue to be lots of fun. We are learning to read with 
expression so we sometimes read to a special book buddy. We love working with 
our reading groups when using the Smart Board and special phonics games. 
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The year is flying by at a rapid pace and the learners are enjoying the challenges of Grade 2. We have been super busy at school 
but also having fun while we work hard.  We have been busy learning about Mass during Mathematics. We used balancing scales 
to measure heavier, lighter and objects that were equal. We have also been revising our 2D shapes and had lots of fun finding 
and cutting out all the 2D shapes from magazines.  In English, we have had lots of fun learning about Synonyms, Antonyms and 
Tenses. During rotations, we love reading new fiction and non-fiction books every week and broadening our general knowledge 
and creativity.  Life Skills is still a favourite amongst the children. We had lots of fun using the iPads to research about our 
favourite farm animals. We then had to do a Circle Map in groups and present our animals to the class.  Outdoor Lesson Day was 
thoroughly enjoyed by the children. Being outside whilst working allowed them to appreciate nature and get some extra 
creativity flowing. The learners worked on stories that they created. They had to illustrate the stories and then present the stories 
to the class under the trees.  Grade 2A had their assembly at the beginning of Term 2. Our theme was Responsibility and the 
children had lots of fun practicing and performing their assembly and song for the school. Valuable lessons were learnt that will 
hopefully follow them through life. 
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English:  The kids have been actively learning how to write creatively 
by using adjectives and the correct punctuation. They were introduced 
to the different parts of speech, antonyms and synonyms. Our 
Thinking Maps were used to illustrate all these concepts. The kids 
thoroughly enjoyed learning new skills and applying it in all their 
classwork activities.  
 Mathematics: We investigated 

the different forms of 
measurement, focusing on mass. 
It was a practical lesson whereby 
the kids used measuring 
apparatus viz balancing scales, 
electronic scales and a kitchen 
scale, to measure the weight of 
different objects. The kids were 
also introduced to mathematical 
vocabulary, place value and 
adding and subtracting by 
decomposing numbers. We will 
continue to re in force these 
concepts as the term continues.  
 

 

Rotations during both the English and Maths 
lessons has positively impacted the kids. The 
different strategies employed at the 
rotation stations to learn A concept has 
benefited all the learners. All the kids are 
always enthusiastic about this time and it’s a 
chance for them to be on the I-pad 
advancing their technological skills. 
 

The start to the new term has been amazing with the kids being filled with 
eagerness to learn and challenge their thinking in different ways. They have 
had a busy month discovering and learning new things every day. Here are 
some of the highlights for the month of May: 

 

Life Skills:  The themes we covered for the month 
ranged from Seasons to Animals on the farm and 
in water. These topics captivated the kids interest 
and they were eager to participate in all the 
activities set. They showcased their talents in Art 
and story-telling and it was indeed impressive.  
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In English we learnt about Adverbs and how 
they help to make our sentences more 
interesting. We enjoyed writing our own stories 
about make believe insects. Our reading is 
getting better every week. 

 

May has been a busy month! We all returned 
happily from our Easter holiday and we got busy 
working right away. We have learnt all about the 
foods that keep us healthy, why we should eat a 
balanced diet and how the food pyramid works. 
Then we moved on to learn about insects. We also 
made some awesome Double Bubble maps showing 
the difference between Moths and Butterflies 

Our class enjoyed Outdoor 
Classroom Day on 17th of May 
while we measured all sorts of 
things using meter sticks and 
rulers. We have learnt how to 
subtract and now we are starting 
to learn how to divide.  
 

We love our moms and we 
made them feel special by 
making cards to celebrate 
Mother’s Day 
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Grade 3s thoroughly enjoyed Outdoor Classroom Day. They 
were tasked with measuring various outdoor items in meters 
and centimeters and testing whether their estimations had 
been accurate. We then ended Outdoor Classroom Day by 
observing crawling and flying insects, completing a Double 
Bubble Map on the two. We have also covered healthy eating 
in Life Skills, and what a healthy meal should comprise of. 

 

The Grade 3s continue to enjoy Maths and 
English rotations, where they have learnt 
about Direct Speech and how to punctuate 
it.  We have also focused on Adverbs and 
the different types that apply. In Maths, the 
class was tasked with taking photos of 
items from different positions and then 
presenting their findings. We have also 
been advancing our division and 
multiplication skills and have moved to 
bigger number ranges for addition and 
subtraction. 

 

The class was spoilt with a refraction 
lesson by our intern, and thoroughly 
enjoyed experiencing how the light 
in water can bend to transform the 
appearance of objects and lines.  
 

https://www.google.co.za/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwimoN77rMTZAhVHRhQKHT4vAJcQjRx6BAgAEAY&url=https://www.pinterest.co.uk/pin/363525001154724376/&psig=AOvVaw1L-iBogQzhHtSukxeFI7BU&ust=1519760759742159
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The Grade Threes enjoyed creating Wassily Kandinsky circles 
and learning that everything begins with a dot. These colourful 
circles became the centres of detailed doodle flowers. They 
integrated their Maths skills with Art while designing 
patterned vases. They used paper weaving, pastel and paint to 
create colourful owls flying in the night sky.  
 
 

The Grade Fours enjoyed creating Piet 
Mondrian masterpieces which were 
used to create an imaginary house. 
They used black marker and fine liner 
to create an interesting garden scene. 
Next up were the bold and bright ‘Cake 
Boss’ cakes, they used pastels to colour 
their masterpieces. 

 
 

The Grade Fives enjoyed the challenge of 
paper plate weaving and echoes of the chant, 
“Over -under -over -under!” could be heard 
as they mastered that art of weaving with 
yarn. The works of art were transformed into 
the most delightful parliament of colourful 
owls. They then went on to looking at the 
works of the Pop Artist, Andy Warhol. They 
were impressed with their line drawings of 
coke bottles which they coloured using bright 
and bold pastels. 
 
 
 
 

The Grade Sixes found the works Wayne 
Thibault inspiring and they loved creating a 
3D slice of cake using paper Mache’ and 
plaster of Paris. There was great 
excitement when they discovered that 
inspiration for decorating their cake came 
in the form of a real cake which they 
nibbled on while painting. They were up for 
the challenge of tackling a Yacoov Agam 
kinesthetic artwork and after three weeks 
of creating the different parts they were 
delighted with the end result when they 
saw their artwork change depending on 
where they stood. 

 
 
 

The Grade Sevens enjoyed making sound 
words using bright colours for a cartoon 
strip. They were fascinated once they 
completed their Op Art and their 
checkered ball literally popped off the 
page. Their line drawing paint brushes 
with splotches of colour were a huge 
success and they were so proud of their 
achievements. 
 
 
 


