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NEWSLETTER 
FROM THE DESK OF MR TAGG 

 

 

 

Dear CHP family 

  
I hope this finds you well. 
 
I am looking forward to sharing our first Newsletter of 2018 with you. The school has been very busy and there is 
much going on both inside and outside our classrooms.  I’m sure that as you go through the newsletter you will see 
just that. 
I came across an interesting article recently which I will share with you in stages as it is quite lengthy. Should you 
wish to read the whole article please pop onto the website www.deeprootsathome.com. 
It is an insightful article on why our children may appear to be bored at school, feel entitled, have little patience, and 
few real friends and what we can do to remedy this. 
 
Enjoy the read! As always, should you wish to discuss anything with me please contact Leressa for an appointment. 
 
Have a wonderful day! 
 
Regards 

 
Stewart Tagg  
 

 
   

 

http://www.deeprootsathome.com/
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REASONS TODAY’S KIDS ARE BORED AT SCHOOL, FEEL ENTITLED, HAVE LITTLE PATIENCE & FEW REAL FRIENDS 
August 18, 2017 By Jacqueline - http://deeprootsathome.com 

 Share725K       
   

 
 

Victoria Prooday, OT finds today’s kids come to school emotionally unavailable for learning. There are many factors in our modern 
lifestyle that contribute to this. 
She writes: 
I am an occupational therapist with years of experience working with children, parents, and teachers…. 
Clearly, throughout my time as an Occupational Therapist, I have seen and continue to see a decline in kids’ social, emotional, and 
academic functioning, as well as a sharp increase in learning disabilities and other diagnoses. 
As we know, the brain is malleable. Through environment, we can make the brain “stronger” or make it “weaker”. I truly believe that, 
despite all our greatest intentions, we unfortunately remold our children’s brains in the wrong direction. Here is why: 
 
1. TECHNOLOGY 
Using technology as a “Free babysitting service” is, in fact, not free at all. The payment is waiting for you just around the corner.  We 
pay with our kids’ nervous systems, with their attention, and with their ability for delayed gratification. Compared to virtual reality, 
everyday life is boring. When kids come to the classroom, they are exposed to human voices and adequate visual stimulation as 
opposed to being bombarded with the graphic explosions and special effects that they are used to seeing on the screens. After hours 
of virtual reality, processing information in a classroom becomes increasingly challenging for our kids because their brains are getting 
used to the high levels of stimulation that video games provide. The inability to process lower levels of stimulation leaves kids 
vulnerable to academic challenges. Technology also disconnects us emotionally from our children and our families. 
Parental emotional availability is the main nutrient for a child’s brain.  
Unfortunately, we are gradually depriving our children of that nutrient. 
 
2. KIDS GET EVERYTHING THE MOMENT THEY WANT IT 
“I am Hungry!!” “In a sec I will stop at the drive thru” “I am Thirsty!” “Here is a vending machine.” “I am bored!” “Use my phone!” 
The ability to delay gratification is one of the key factors for future success. We have the best intentions – to make our children happy 
– but unfortunately, we make them happy now but miserable in the long term. To be able to delay gratification means to be able to 
function under stress. Our children are gradually becoming less equipped to deal with even minor stressors, which eventually become 
huge obstacles to their success in life. 
The inability to delay gratification is often seen in classrooms, malls, restaurants, and toy stores the moment the child hears “No” 
because parents have taught their child’s brain to get what it wants right away. 
 
3. KIDS RULE THE WORLD 
 
 This will be shared next month… 
 
 

 

 

       

 

 

 

http://deeprootsathome.com/author/admin/
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?app_id=249643311490&kid_directed_site=0&sdk=joey&u=http%3A%2F%2Fdeeprootsathome.com%2Fkids-bored-entitled%2F&display=popup&ref=plugin&src=share_button
https://yourot.com/about-victoria/
http://deeprootsathome.com/kids-bored-entitled/


GRADE R-W 

 

 

 

GRADE 4-J 

 

 GRADE 4-C 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Kgantsho giving us a hilarious 
class speech. We listen attentively 
to her important views and then 
have a laugh together. 

 

Hunadi and Wamke love 

working together on the carpet. 

 

The boys who complete all their work 
first, get to read a book on the 
carpet. 
 

Cameron’s creative Double 
Bubble Map showing us 
how to compare and 
describe two characters in 
a story at the same time. 

 

Creative iMovie’s and researching about 
Debating on our iPads. 

 

Team debating strategies in our groups 
are happening outside our classroom 

Mayur’s creative fire-breathing dragon 
which he designed out of shapes in 
Mathematics. 

 

Lesego’s proud home for her baby Egg 
(Science, Technology, Engineering and 
Mathematics Project) 

 

Grade 4C showing off their trendy outfits 
on Valentine’s day 

 

http://www.google.co.za/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwi89aHS48XZAhXhDMAKHaUqDB0QjRx6BAgAEAY&url=http://www.grade4.co.za/&psig=AOvVaw2wIQqnMC8d5PIgiVE92Z1a&ust=1519809937702771
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The year has begun and the Grade 4 
learners are enjoying being part of the 
Senior Prep. They are looking smart in their 
new uniform. 
 

 

Instructional Texts We have been practicing 
how to write instructional texts. The Grade 4 
children had to bring recipes from home that we 
could look at together and then they were asked 
to write their own favourite recipe. We also 
learnt about commas and adverbs in English and 
how they add meaning to our sentences. 

Natural Science is a new subject 
for the Grade 4s and they had 
fun exploring and learning 
about Space.  
 

 

Life orientation- I am… 
The children had to look for words in 
magazines that represent themselves and 
what they want to achieve this year. 
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 GRADE 5-S 

Putting our 
knowledge of place 

value to the test 
using tens and 

units 

 GRADE 5B 

Image caption with a few 
lines describing what is 
happening in each 
photograph. 
 

 

 

  

The human skeleton 
Learners cut out and put together a paper skeleton on 
colour paper. Learners then labelled all the joints in the 
human body.  
 

Grade 5B learnt about Prepositions 
Learners used iPads to play and record their progress on 
Preposition use. They were timed on how long they took to fill 
in sentences with a choice of prepositions. There were two 
levels to the game: Expert and Master. After recording five of 
each, learners moved onto Proverbs – filling in a Preposition for 
each given Proverb. Competition was fierce, but we all had lots 
of fun! 
 

 

The class had one week to create a 
musical instrument of their choice. 
Creativity was at an all-time high and 
learners could not wait to come up to 
the front of the class and give a short 
oral on the specifics of their 
instrument. What an impressive show 
of workmanship!  
 

 

A fantastic couple of lessons were had by the 
learners who used an app called Book 
Creator to create their own myth. Learners 
allowed their creativity to sore and some 
amazing results were seen. 
 

 

Learners read the myth: 
How Troubles came to be in 
the world. After discussing 
the key elements within 
the text, learners drew a 
Circle Map to define and 
expand on these important 
elements.  
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English iPad lesson on Prepositions where learners were timed according to 
how quickly they filled in the Prepositions. Learners wrote down their times 
and how many mistakes they made. Afterwards, they carried on playing 
without recording. 
 

 

The Grade 5 learners created an information 
pack in Maths. This explains the rules for 
addition and subtraction of whole numbers. 
 
 

 

The Grade 5T learners used the iPads to 
complete a Maths activity on whole 
numbers. The learner’s used the online 
game Mathletics to complete the task. 
 

 

'The Information pack is used as a reference 
guide for learners which includes examples. 
Therefore, learners will always have a 
reference guide on hand to clarify their 
understanding 
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  The Grade 6 learners have been learning 
about speech. They enjoyed transferring 
comic book strips into written pieces and 
explored the idea of ‘said is dead’ to come 
up with excellent alternatives.  

 

Learning how to 
measure, draw and 
name angles using 
a protractor.  
 

A Natural Science experiment on 
Photosynthesis. Learners were asked 
to bring in different food items and an 
experiment was conducted to see 
which food items contained starch. 
 

The learners received balloons and made their own globes. They 
had to include hemispheres, longitude and latitude. The learners 
loved playing the ‘Race around the world’ where they had to 
travel all around the world by drawing specific degrees. Great 
integration with Maths.  
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English: Becoming experts’ 
in pronouns by researching 
one pronoun type and 

teaching it to our peers.  
 

LO:  Creating peer pressure 
freeze frames. This month 
we focused on positive and 
negative peer pressure. We 
learnt how to recognize bad 
peer pressure and discussed 
ways to stand up for 
ourselves in front of peers 
 

Mathematics In this Art and Mathematics 
integration lesson, the children followed 
instructions, joined dots and created 
triangles which were then coloured 
according to the measurement of the 
angle and size of the three sides.  

 
 

 Natural Science: The learners conducted an iPad research task where they 
completed a table showing the distinguishing characteristics of vertebrates. 
This included aspects such as body covering, types of fertilization, number and 
types of limbs and cold or warm-blooded vertebrates. 
 

 
 

Social Science: Learning about the kingdom of Mali in the 14th 
century. In this lesson, the children used the iPads to research 
different aspects of the kingdom.  

 
 



GRADE R-W 

 

 

 
ART 

 

The Grade Threes were introduced to the concepts relating to 
the colour wheel. They drew gorgeous pictures of themselves 
standing in the rain with their colour wheel umbrellas. There was 
great excitement creating tissue paper hearts with patterned 
black and white backgrounds for Valentine’s Day. 

 
 

The Grade Fours were introduced to the artist Wassily 
Kandinsky. They drew colourful circles using primary, secondary 
and tertiary colours. These were used to decorate the branches 
of a colour wheel Baobab tree. They enjoyed using their pastels 
to create colourful hearts filled with hearts for Valentine’s day. 
 
 

The Grade Fives used pastels to 
draw a row of colour wheel trees. 
They couldn’t contain their 
excitement while creating a 
background using tissue paper and 
water. They had fun using pastel and 
paint to make complimentary colour 
checked hearts for Valentine’s Day.  
 
 
 The Grade Sixes worked hard while 

designing their beautiful ‘Initial’ colour 
wheels. They used their prior knowledge 
effectively and the results were amazing. 
They had great fun using paint and 
smudging pastel to make hearts for 
Valentine’s Day. the highlight of the 
activity was using bleeding tissue paper 
for the background.  

 
 
 The Grade Sevens challenged their 

observational skills while drawing an eye. 
They applied their knowledge of the 
colour wheel while painting the iris. They 
enjoyed using paint and pastels to create 
the background for their Keith Haring 
inspired hearts for Valentine’s Day.  

 
 
 


